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" riously injured, he probably was

“ placed during the last two weeks_ of

Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2010/09/02 : CIA-RDP90-00552R000505250080-8

P""'TL,‘._ o LPPEAD RED

o PACE_A1

CIA Has Fﬁund Evidenc
@fAﬁack on @adduﬁ

By Bob Woodward

. Washington Post Staft Writer
The CIA has concluded that. an
assassination attempt was directed
“against-Libyan leader Col."Muam-
‘mar Qaddafi two months- ago- and
that, although Qaddafi was.not se-

mcked by a bullet in the j jaw, accord-
ing to informed officials. ,
Foreign news reports of the assas
sination attempt initially were dis-
missed last ‘month, and the US.
media gave them little or no’ ‘atten-
tion. But a senior govemment‘ offi--
cial said this week that the CIA now i
has sufficient ewdenoe to conﬁrm
the reports.” ¥
" The officia¥said: the' pIot was ‘car-
ned out -by some members of Qad-
dafi’s army, probably by oneé of more
-officers who had Just returned from
the- Libyan- invasion. ofChad/: and-’
received- no’ external support: from
any foreign- country. mcludmg the
-United States. i i
-The attempt on Qaddaﬁ s life was

December; shortly after *the - first
‘major reports surfaced in the United
States about. “hit squads” allegedly
‘sent by Libya to: assassinate ' Presi<
dent Reagan and other hlgh-rankmg
U.S. officials. . ;. ‘;"’ﬁa’gd
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‘Qaddafi’s dnver reportedly was lulled in- the .

-siders, in some cases Syrians.

On.Dec. 6 Qaadaﬁ denied i in. an’
‘ABC television . interview. ‘that~anv-
such squads or. mdmduals had | beeu
sent. “We are sure we haven Lsent,’
. any*people- to kil . Reagan-or-any
* other people in the world,” he said.::

] A wel!—placedﬁ'soum has gaid that
.one US. mtelhgence a,,ency has had.
i information for:several. months ‘that.
 the Israeli intelligence service wou!d

. like to have Qaddafi assassinated.. 1
Asked * this - week- if the»Israehs
" would assassinate the leyarr Yeader,
a senior U.S. official saxd the. Israehs'

would “do:s0 “if they: thought it:|

would earfy them pomta—m-thm coun-q
try.” Thxs-offx‘cml said he | B‘certmn,
the Israelis were not mvol\fe& m the |

*radio he made mdlrect reference to the assaasma-

" side the country. I particularly inspected 2 stra-
: tegic road now being built, linking southern. and
~ central beya ‘ »-. . During these two weeks there ]
, were many rumors, I ‘heard about them' and e
Jaughed about them a lot. 2. . % :

" was in Moscow. Well, Moscow.. First, I cannot go
" there thxs winter :because of lts sub-zero. temper-
;‘.atures Le ..- . .-‘..f.'»rz.i et "‘-e' v‘« 1’\ ?

:Decembet’ assmeabomﬁ@mp%’f;.

" That attemipt occurred while Qad-
daﬁ was-visiting a headquarters area
in the Libyan muntr:.snde, the offi-

"cials said. One State Department.
“report 'in ‘early January said that
“Qaddafi had'gone to Moscow for
i treatment and retumed in early Jan-

- Other “sodrces said US: mtelh-'
gence agencies had insufficient hard’
" information. to support this conclu-
sion, and these sources said they
doubbed that Qaddafi went to \Ios-
“cow during that period. - :
."Initial news reports out of. Rome
“and*Tunis said: that the assassina- -
{tion_ attempt occurred Dec: 19 and
: :that an eastern-area army ¢ command- L .

er, Col. Khalifa Khadir, was shot end killed by]
Qaddafi’s security guards during the. attempt.

shooting. -~ BRI _,;1

At the time of the first reports of the attempt
Libyan embassies in various places, mcludmg Ath-
ens, denied the reports.

An unconfirmed report currrently cuculatmg
among those with good Libyan contacts in'this
country is that Qaddafi has lost confidence in his
secunty forces and has replaced them with out—J

Whatever may have happened in December,
Qaddafi resurfaced publicly Jan. 5 to address the
final session of the General Peoples Congm in
Tnpoh. :

‘In a rambling speech camed live on\beyan

tion reports. R ERTE
He said, “Two weeks ago, I went to a regwn m—J

Ve

-“I was in that region, and it was reported that I

el J' ;‘
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